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month was fixed as the penalty for staying away
from church.

Equally fierce legislation followed on the report
of another committee of which Sidney was a mem-
ber. Any one convicted of uttering slanderous
words, or like sedition, against the Queen's Majesty
was, for a first offence, to be set in the pillory and to
lose his ears, and, for a second offence, to be hanged
as a felon. Sidney's opinions and actions in Parlia-
ment evidently agreed with those of the majority of
his colleagues, whose Puritanism had by this time
begun to assert itself in plain terms.

A letter which he wrote from Baynard's Castle,
on the loth of April, shows that he was then inter-
esting -himself in the affairs of his " cousin Fulke,"
who in 1577 obtained the reversion of a lucrative
office as Clerk of the Signet to the Council in Wales,
and who seems at this time, or as soon as he was
free from livelier occupations at Court, to have
entered upon it.

On the 16th of April there arrived at Dover a
splendid embassage from the King of France, sent
over to forward the arrangements for Queen Eliza-
beth's marriage with his brother, the Duke of Anjou.
Throughout the next few weeks the visitors were
courteously and sumptuously entertained by Queen
Elizabeth and all her statesmen and courtiers. Lord
Burghley, the Earls of Sussex, Leicester, Bedford,
and Lincoln, Sir Francis Walsingham, and Sir Chris-
topher Hatton were commissioned to discuss v/ith
them the terms of the proposed wedding contract;
and in the meanwhile all sorts of festivities were